The Organization: Gazette International Networking Institute (G.I.N.I.) was created in 1983
as an umbrella agency to continue the publication of the Rehabilitation Gazette, an
international journal for people with severe disabilities. Other objectives of the
organization are to reach, inform, encourage and dignify people with disabilities and to
promote a positive attitude toward disabled individuals. G.I.N.I. maintains an international
clearinghouse for dissemination of information to disabled individuals and health care
professionals, with special emphasis on polio survivors, ventilator-assisted living, spinal cord
injury, adaptive equipment and independent living. Computerization of clearinghouse
information is anticipated. G.I.N.I. also convenes international conferences on post-polio
problems and independent living which bring together physicians and disabled individuals
on an equal basis. Membership is also available in the International Polio Network through
G.I.N.I. for an annual fee. Membership includes a subscription to Polio Network News.

Information Services: Annually, G.I.N.I. publishes the Rehabilitation Gazette which is
written by individuals with physical disabilities and focuses on independent living for
physically disabled persons, especially polio survivors, spinal cord injured, ventilator users
and others with neuromuscular diseases and disabilities. The Institute has recently begun a
newsletter, to be published quarterly, which covers G.I.N.I. activities, polio support groups
and items of interest to ventilator users. Other publications include Handbook on the Late
Effects of Poliomyelitis for Physicians and Survivors. Proceedings. 2nd International Post-
Polio Conference. 1983. find Proceedings. 3rd International Polio Independent Living
Conference. 1985. There is a charge for most publications. G.I.N.I. subscribes to journals in
French, Spanish, Japanese, Arabic, German and Portuguese and can provide information in
these languages, as necessary.

Referrals are made to individuals with the same disability, physicians, hospitals, agencies,
independent living centers, and libraries. The G.I.N.I. library contains case histories which
provide evidence that ventilator users can live better and more inexpensively at home.

Hemochromatosis Research Foundation, Inc. (HRF)
P.O. Box 8569
Albany, NY   12208
(518) 489-0972

Handicapping Conditions Served:   Hemochromatosis (hereditary and acquired).

Users Served:    Patients with hemochromatosis and their families, physicians and nurses,
blood banks and genetic organizations.

The Organization: Hereditary hemochromatosis (HH) is a genetic disorder in which there is
an increased absorption of dietary iron above body needs. Since the body has no way of
ridding itself of excess iron once absorbed except by blood loss, iron accumulates in the
liver, heart, pancreas and other hormonal glands, and joints causing serious complications
and, if undiagnosed and untreated, sometimes early death. Acquired hemochromatosis is
secondary to a primary medical condition, such as chronic anemia and chronic liver disease.
The goals of the Hemochromatosis Research Foundation, Inc. (HRF) include: (1) increasing
the awareness of the public and medical community of HH, its commonality, diagnosis and
treatment; (2) encouraging routine use of screening tests by physicians; (3) promoting
research aimed at identifying the genetic defect(s) causing the increased iron absorption and
at understanding the toxic effects of iron; and (4) soliciting funds for screening, prevalence
studies and research. HRF refers patients and families to clinics, hospitals and physicians,
as necessary. Chapters of HRF are being formed in about 20 states.

46

, and other factors affecting the brain-damaged person.
